sentimentalist pietism that looked to such contemporary continental mystics as Antoinette Bourginon and Madame Guyon. At first sight a heap of contradictions, as Anita Guerrini concludes, Cheyne "was a man of the Enlightenment" not the Enlightenment of "relentless secularisation" but rather that of "sensibility and sociability".
In recent years, Cheyne's self-embodied concern with what Guerrini dubs "the triad of food, flesh and spirit" has engaged medical historians like Roy Porter interested in nervous illness, literary historians, like G J Barker-Benfield mapping the culture of sensibility, and theorists of the body like Carol Houlihan Flynn. Under the sponsorship of the autonomous government of Valencia, the scholars of the history of science of that university have provided us with the most complete overview to date of the scientific and technical knowledge produced in that land, country or kingdom during the course of the Enlightenment.
Jose Maria Lopez Pifiero and Victor Navarro Brotons begin the first volume with a study in which they look at the Enlightenment in time and concepts, taking into consideration the ideas of Kant, Locke, Berkeley, Hume and Voltaire, as well as those of other essential thinkers. They then proceed to analyse the trajectory of science beginning with the novator movement of the end of the sixteenth century and ending with the crisis which, at the beginning of the nineteenth, led to the negation of previous successes.
We are therefore presented with a critical and contextualized study, where the reader, whether specialist or layman, can enter into the mental climate of each stage and enjoy or reflect upon the richness of thought that Valencia contributed to eighteenth-century Europe in a search for progress which was realized in subsequent decades, through the recycling of the ideas of the classical world.
The work takes us on a tour which starts with the social gatherings of the 
